
1868 TO 1888.
Vptovra a* It It* ttiid a* It Will Be.The New
Boulevard uuU I la Relation t« Broadway-
The Tract Above One iluudrert and Fifty.
¦ lib Street and It* Future Hubdlvieion-
Ouillae Mn[i« of th© Cite la ims^-Iti
Thorough furca and lluunta of Vaahlon.
What Had Already Been Bone and What
llaa Been Dono la 18«r-tJaveraln* Prla-
ciple* and Cou*lderatlona-A !..«,, into the
Fulrvimid of the Future.
Assuming the population of this city to b* nsarly

*o* million, which will not materially vary irou
the actual number, and further assuming that lu
lacreas* for the next quarter of a century U to con¬
tinue In th« earn* proportion as for th* last fifty
j*ars, th* year 1900 will open with two millions of peo¬
ple on thle 1aland. In less man ten yean, calculating
from th* rat* of the lait ten, th* whole territory south
.f 180th street will have been built upon, and In less than
fifteen years th*r* will be scarcely a vacant lot south of
Kmgsbridge. Portions of tbo marshy ground on U>*
Harlem rivwr will probably remain unoccupied until
It* last, nor is It probable that building wlU limit
Maelf to th* succuiive opening of streets and
.venues. As a rule, avenue* are th* flrst built
¦p after opening, and crow streets follow at convenient
Intervals, though a radiation from centres nice Harlem,
Yorkville and Bloomlngdal* is likely to b* the principle
which will control the settlement of the upper part of
tb* island. It is g*n*rally conceded that on the tract
*." ot th* Contrml Parle are founded the futnre Fifth
avenues of th* metropolis, while the eastern tract has
the same likelihood of becoming the bom* of tb*
manufacturing Interest and of the laboring masjos.

Owing to the sbsp* of the island ther* Is no doubt but
that th* lengthwise avenues should be of grester width
and more commodious than (he cross streets, the latter
being simply so many feeders to the former. The exist¬
ing avenues of the city ar* already inadequate, being
ef Insufficient number ; and. as H is not probable that
travel up and down the city, In proportion to crose-
wle* travel, will ever be materially lessened, the im-

yortanc* to the upper portion of avenues of sufficient
number and width Is conclusively demonstrated. In the
aalnreof th* case, *v*ry street runniug north and south
will be a thoroughfare, into which every cross street
will potrr its augmentations of carriages and pedestrian*.
The toudenoy of population being in the morning south¬
ward and again at evening northward, the longitudinal
¦treats cannot otherwise than become arteries of travel,
af which th* latitudinal streets will represent the cir¬
culation. Streets leading to ferries and bridges on
either lateral shore are likely to take thu nature of trans¬
verse thoroughfare*, and should bo of more than ave¬

nge width, bnt these will be few In comparison with
the aggregate number. The width of the avenues is,
therefore, a toplo that admits of no little discussion, and
I* a question for the intelligent determination of which
considerable knowledge and discriminative ability are

needed. With the exception of Fourth avenue, which
has been widened above Thirty-fourth struct to 140 feet,
th* general width of the avenues ot tho city seems to
have been fixed at 100 feet, and this width has boon
generally adopted as sufficient for the purposes of ordl-
aury thoroughfare. Pennsylvania avenue, Washington,
to 170 feel in width, and other avenues in that city vary
from 120 to 160 feet Market street, Philadelphia, is 100
to*t, and Broad stroot is 113; while the remaining
.treats or that city vary from fifty to sixty-six
f**t. Commonwealth avenue, Boston, has lately
been widened and planted with rows ot trees,
and there is a general tendency to widen
thoroughfares beyond the New York limit of one hun¬
dred test. Brooklyn has its Atlantic avenue of 120
tool; the Neva Perspective, of St. Petersburg, one of the
handsomest of European streets, Is 1U0 feet bread; Unter
den Linden, in Berlin, it about 300 Toet wide, and there
to every probability that tho upper avenues of Now
Tork will bo made materially to exceed tho lower onos

In breadth. Tbe necessity for this is apparont, If the
ayatom of gridiron ing the upper portion of tbe metropo¬
lis with street railroads is to be permitted. It should bo
remembered, however, that every additional foot in
width is an addition to th* expense of grading, and that
there Is a tendency on the part of provincial cities to
.dopt a scale of ornamental widths which it would
hardly be advisable to adopt on the.oastern tract, where
manufacturing and storehouses are likely to demand all
possible apace. On tbe western tract a scale of orna¬

mental breadths would, on the other hand, bo quite p»r.
missible, and will no doubt b* very generally adopted.
Here are to be located the ornamental boulevards of tho
metropolis; here is to be ihe centre of fashion, and here
aro to be laid out the drives and promooades of future
Jtew Tork.

. TAB NOilTHtRJt TRACT AND THE PROGRESS OF T DC CITT.
Until th* beginning of tho present oemury, t be city

grew by a sort of Irregular accretion prooes s and con¬

siderably as convenience or fancy happened to dictate;
and It was no t until l?p7 that any attempt was made to

V»nform th* oity to s general plan. April 3, 1S07, Gov-
erneur Morris, Simeon De Witt and John Rutherford as

a commission to layout the city north of tb* Fltzroy
road (now (iausevoort street). Art streel (now Amor
place), and North street (now Houston ttreeti, east of
the bowery. At this tim* tbe New York Hospilal was
the northerly limit of improvement; I anal street wes

¦imply a canal running athwart the Lispensrd Meadows;
th* sidoaralks of Broadway had been paved as far north
as Murray street, and the Citv Ilall para had Just been
enclosed with a poet and rail fence. Tb? commissioners
Hied their report ou date of April 1, MIL lb* actual
laying out of the si reel*, avenues and places designated
In this report was afterwards committed to John Han¬
del, Jr., who completed the llrsi valuable set of
map- ever made of this tract. The commission had
authority to lay out the whole island, but stopped with
the line of 155ib street. No less than thirty-eight mo¬

difications of this plan have bo*n pasted in legislature
awe* Is 14 so tbat tew features of th* original have
been lett uotcodiiled, with th* exception, peiha|>s, of
the rectangular system of lln*s upon which It was based.
Curve*, ovals and stars were very wlselv rejected by lh<i
commission. th* theory being that building moat com¬
modious and least expensive could be erected upuu the
rectangular plan. Another plan is now extant, dated
November, 1803, and drawn from the actual surveys ol
Casimir T. IL Uoesrk and Jos*oh F. Man* in. Tbls plan
was exceedingly .defective. The second attempt at lay¬
ing out th* island wm made ia 1801, when the Common
Council directed the Street Commissioner to present a

julau for the laying out of tbe norm part of th* oily.
Tbe oomtmsson i>i panted at that tin,e consisted of
U> era Gardner A. 5s*?. Kdwin Smith and William K.
J)<vi».e, sinl effected nothing, no si'| ro.>riat ou having
t*er uiat.e In enable them to proceed with the work. A
tii id au<*mpl was made 111 Is. 0, wbrri thn I.ogl*Uluro
appointed a committee ol ssven. Kugiueers and wr-
veyors * re employed by the commission, and an excel-
ieul wet ol map* was mad^, but no questions of actual
iia; tiiam* wer* decided upon. April 24, ISfti, th*
powers of t.iese comtni -sioners wore traoicrred to and
\e*('d >n the Central Park Commission ; audafesrdAvs

a i»r the Croton Hoard was invested with lu* power and
authority to submit plans lot tbe sewerage of llio whole
Man 1. Ihe tract in question Is oue very difficult to
lay out, for various reasons. This pari of
tne Island is three and ou* third miles in length
and of an avera,;* width of lhr**-quart*rs of
. mil*, its greatest width, on* mile, is at a point one
mile south of Spuyton Duyvil creek, and Its narrowest
poiut is al th* oxtretne north, near Kingshridse. Its
are» comprises 1.700 acres, bounded by 165tn street
ou the south, by th* Hudson rlvsr on th* west, by the
Iia; Ism river on the east and by Mpuyten Duyvil cienk
on the north. Tb* tenglh of the shore line wasbsd
by udsl waters Is nearly nine mil**, and tne distanc*
(torn rl»(t to r.v*r at tbe lower boundary Is 4,700 feet.
The ir'» o| the tract on tb* w*sl Is exceedingly va¬
ried as *, oa lb* east marshy and flat.tbe whole bonig
eic**'...-.<,f isjid snd irregular, to say nothing of its

pici*- « ,ii«Btss. On tbe east side, from 166th streel
le H.*r» Bridge and thsnc* to Fort U*orge -

a f. 4i at'.«> of two and * bslf miles- t l.e
stores srs oee mass of craggy rooks, not readily acces-
.it) s fr. ru ibe river Just north or Fori Ceorge th*
eastern " n r of th* high luad terminates, aod al Its foot
lies a tiaci of Kali meadow socut sixty acres, and thence
t>orll'«ard to the t-peyten Duvvil creek tli* land Is irreg.
War and to sums extent rocky, but by no m*stu precipi¬
tous, tb* shores being fringed with salt meadow lor
Beany the whol* extent. Abjvo Tubby Hook vall*v,
between th* has* of the hula lying along th* Hudson
and the Kingtbri.li* road, a distinct ridge of high land
rises one hundred feet above the tide. Close along the
hpuyieu Duyvil creek, west of the Klogabrtdge
road, th* ground is generally in salt marsh extending to
tb* foot of th« Hudson hills, at the extremity of which
stood Cock Hill ibrt, and from tbla fort th* range of bills
follows th* Hud on to 166th street, the descent from the
summit al tae b.lis to the river being generally very
rspid. i ne principal and only well defined opening be-

Jtwn lilllt ia at Tubbf Hook, tliotuta at Kort Waah*
Itigtou I'omt it is not dlttloutt to get down to tbe river.
At an equal distance between tbe Hudson sad tb* Har¬
lem rivers a val-y is formed by two ranges of hill*
iviBg generally in a northeasterly and southwesterly fll-
rocium, and through tbis vall*y runs tLe irregularly
%lnd og Ktsgsbridgs road. Several small creeks. mostly
dry In sumrtiT, exist along ths tract, and one has its rite
lu Ihr south rn part of this valley, st points of which,
on the west sme, c iCi r.se sbrupUy and ina< ceasibly.
(>i unitivo gneiss mixed with grsnits, hornhleade, slate
.ud nuca lorming the Ingiedients ot the rocks. Tt.e
lushest point w' land abev* tb*sslt tnaisnea is at Fort
waabingiou Heights, U71 4 feet shove low water.

Tits nrw Hoci.srsRn.
Tbe Tenth avenue has hi en opened and imperfectly

worked as lar as lorl U*orge. Th* Hudson Riv*r Kail,
rea lies along th* shor* of th* North river, the Croton
aqueduot croa-*s tb* Hanein st Kingslridge, passes
through the and,: of tbe late Madame JumSl, snd cross. ¦
l'.th street a lilllo west ol Nlnttt svenu*. The land
atsjte this airc*t is own*d by about 260 propr Mors ;
aiiout ,o hours* have been enctod, about IM ol wbl"fc
.ouid sisud oi streets sad aveau»« wer* lb* old r*.~
tj«!.guiai p'aa to i><- rtrr »d not, Tbe population of thia

4 0 ,0 Tb9 >*n<l .* u P""Mt "eld, bat .
(.¦oral irotiiags either on one of tbe two rivers or on
the Kiug. hfidgs r a<l, and th* soutb*rn.m^(t |war ia
veing rapidiy subdivoied. The iaigosl UdU eeued oy

any oio IBM on tble Bortfcwm halt of the ieiand to about
400 acres, and within It* area are situated aavarai public
insulations, of which tha moil prominent ara tha build¬
ings of tha Daaf and Dumb Institute, the Blind Asylum,
the Juvenile Asylum, tha publio school at Tubby Uook
and tba Noagle Cemetery. The tract l« ona aralaautly
Oiled for villa titan, tha principal driva leading to waich
will be the continuation of Broadway by way or Biooin-
lagdale road and Eleventh avenue.

It is difficult to form a conception of the metamor¬
phosis to b« wrought by this n«w Boulevard. >'iva yesra
from ihla time me miserable shanties and lane* wiiich
now disfigure this portion of the city will have pa-sad
away and splendid palaces and broad regular streets
will bars taken their place*. Toe whole width allotted
is 160 lset, for ths division of which several pimp have
been proposed. The following plan baa met with very
general approbation and is likely to be adopted

Fet.
Allowance for courtyards 15
8 idswalk *.
Drive, 30
Koad, with treea on either side 40
Drive 80
Sidewalk }<>
Allowance for courtyards 14

Total
For its purpose this seems essentially too narrow when

compared with the leading avenues aud boulevards of
Europoan dues. For Instance, tbe width of Inter den
Linden i* ."00 feet, though that of the Neva Perspective
is only 130 feet, and of several ornamenlsl boulevard#
in Paris tho following table specifies the breadth

FM.
Avecae Neullly . . . 231
Avenue 231
New Boulevard Mae Is herbes 105
Avonue de i'lmperatrice leading to the Bois do Bou¬
logne 429
The design of the latter is exceedingly complicated

and ornamental. It Is bordered by continuous gardens:
inside are carriage rouds, and beyond are gardens ana
alleys. The following schedule exhibits lb* distribution
of the space

Fet.
Carriageway la tho middle. M
K"Oi path, on one side iiO
Horse path, on tho other sida 30
Qms« and shrubbery beyond foot path 87
Grass and shrubbery beyond horse path 87
Iron railing on either side .

Two small streets with four sidewalks 01
Iron railing
To line of houses 30
To Una of houses 30

Total # ^20
Tho new Boulevard la not likely, therefore," toti* a*u

Avenue do 1 Imperatrice iu poiut of complicated beauties
though the plan lioretofore specified in susceptible of ex¬
ceeding plcturesqucnoiw of effect, dividing It in reality
Into four avenoe«, separated by tree* and avoiding all
danger of collision by the double drive.the oue for o#t-
ward bound carriages and tho other for oarriaues return-

!5f; * widening of Broadway from Union square to

mH*!' at whicb P°ID| rt makes an acute
angle with Klghth avenue, would porhaps be desirable
to complete tola grand thoroughfare, and is merely a
question of time. The now Boulevard, aa now projected,
begins in the grand circle, which has been decided upon

?L ¦ymf>etr,c*1 dl8P®*l«on of tbo converging
ihu point, and run* nearly parallel with the

Pld, B'oomlngdaio road and midway botweon tbe Park
Jv£\ A Junction with Eloventh aveouo In ef-

£?i«-.afi ^ ."SFSfc I,rom 106,11 *tro6t Boulevard
follows the line ot Eleventh avenue northward, forming

a continuous drlve of eighteen miles. Jt is obvious
therefore, that 100th street is to become a thoroughfare
from this junction to tbo I'ark, snd having been laid out
one hundred foet in width the task of o(reeling this do-
sideratnm is not difficult, and, as with the oiigiual
laying out of the Park, tnere are no rooau* of o\lt or
entrance between 100m and llOtn stroets, the openina
oi nii&td at 106th struct is under consideration
Tho opening of a gato at this point is, however, in¬

timately connected with aoothor subjoci, vtaf-lth*
Incronse in number of the Park gates so as to yield an
entrance to the grounds at leas, as often *s once to
every four squares. The propriety of opening an addi¬
tional number of gates, though not likely to bo seriously
mooted at present, can haruiy fail to lead to consider-
abln discussion within the next flvo or six years.
This street will, In tho course of tune, be widened

to thi same width as the Boulovard and laid out In the
sutuo manner. This point, therefore, tho vicinity of

h J,'!.n,°Jlon of 1,10 uow Dou/evard, lilevonth avenue
and 103th street, is to be hereafter ono or tho orns-
rnontal spots in the city; its susceptibility to b-auty
boiug further eubanoed by tho presoi.ee or a 'small orna-
mental park wlthiu the triangle made bv tbo Junction
and the lower transverse street, and by the fact that the
highest point of land in the Par* will t>i immediately
acce,niW* from the 106th street gateway. An a croi
stroot best adapted to the purposes of a grand inlet and
outlet, therefore, the selection of 100th street would he
ranked as an eminently wise and far-*iglited measure
and one that reflects credit on the judgment oi the
commission. In connection with this project of
widening 106th street and opening a magnificent
entrance opposite it, wjiicU should bo tormod
tho fashion gate, a second prospect of terracing the
great hill or toe Park has been suggested. The proposed
torrace Is to commence at a point on the great lull op-
posito 105th street and ono hundred feet east of Kigbth
avenue, whence ten leet is to be terraced, the ootistruc-
lion and termination of the terrace being made to con-
form to tbo natural foatures of the grouud. Below this
terrace It is proposed to construct a gravel vnllt twenty
feet witle lor the use of pedestrians counocttnz with
tho other footpaths of the Park. Below una a second
terrace or fifteen feet Is to be constructed, with a bridle
road of thirty feet in width connecting with tho general
network ol bridle roads. Prom this point it is proposed
to tei ruco to Eighth a\enue, making the grade of that
street the base or foundation of the whole pyramid of tor-
raco work. The project of cutting down Eighth avenue
from 104th to 107th street hat been abandoned, and the
laying out of this part of the city is to be made to cor-
respond as ncurly as practicable to the natural undula¬
tions oi tho tiur>aco a measure of exceeding wisdom
when it is remembered that the general surface ol the
ci y it already too flat to admit of tbo introduction of
the rcQutiit* variety of viataand pmspect, both ol which
seem to lia?e be«nt with few exceptions, disregarded in
the laying out of (be city thus far.
Tbe laying out of the new Boulevard was devolved

upon the commission by act of l$6o-«the law proscrib-
iu. that the line of the BlootolngUnle road should be fol¬
lowed to 106th street, Aliove this point its location was
left discretionary with the comtnls'ioners, who. lor
obvious reasons, have adopted the Ifoo of Elevonth ave¬
nue. This avenue had already been opened with a
width ol loo feet as l'ar northward as 144th street. At
153d street tbo avenue cuts the grounds ol Primly
Cemetery, through which the drive passes. Below lOOib
¦trcul the divergencies of tbe Boulevard from the old
bloouiing', aie road are few nod merely tor the purpose

oi straightening. The Eleventh avenue occupies high
ground, wb-nco tho grades slope in either direction for
nearly the wuole dl»tanco to Manhattanvllle valley, and
from this valley to l«5lh street and Is also the nearest
avenue to tbe river which it was practicable to take-
Twelfth avenue lying to a great extent under the hank
or the river and rormiog naturally, therernre, a
thorough fait* of traffic rather than one of fashion. The
»». Broadway, toe Bloomingdale road and the
Lleveuth avenue is, moreover, rendered attractive
by many spot* and location* of interest
lor lusnnce, beginning with the Bauerv,'
Bowling t.reon, the City Uall Park, Union
square, Madi on sfjiiare, the Park and tho circle 400
leet in diameter at Kilty.ninth street, the sm ill tn-
ang .lar square at 106th street, the Orphan Asylum, with

a frontage of 238. f> fa t; the Lunatic Asylum with a
I root ot nearly i,«K> feet; Trinity Cemetery, with a
fronton eiiber side of 460 leet, and other and Iu ser
points of iutere*t which need not here mentioned.

It waa iu 1S66 that the Contral Park Commission was
invested with certain authorities in mapping out tbe
future ol the eitjr. The dudes devolving upon that body
consisted of three specifications:.
L The alteration or the grado of Eighth arenue.

which has been completed, and proflle maps of it have
been placed on flle.

ii. The Improvement of Sixth and . »ventb avenues to
Ihu Harlem river, making over four miles or way.

3. The laying out and regulation or the general salt,
division and eniemUt of the is.aud north or the i.i>pcr
boundary of the Park.

It ha < irnen decided to widen Sixth aventie; and the Im -

provetii tits of Njvenfh avenue are at present under full
beaoway, tho grade or the avenue l>ein^ alreadv ilxed
bv law aa far as l.y5ih stroet. A deep rock cut of mor-
thsii half a mile, giving an estimated excavai.on of
400,000 cubic yards.308.000 of rock and 147 0<K» of
earth.waa necessary In order to attain the needed level.
ue*s or a thoroughfare; though a grade involving only
:>.14 OuO cubic yard* was seriously canva-scd. Tnis would
hsve saved the expon«e of excavating 101,000 cubic
yards ot solid rook, an Item of malarial imporiaBc* in
the estimated expense or oiienlng tbe avenue ibe Sixth
sod N-venth avouuo questions have. It ia Mated, l,e« u
disposed of, and spec I fleaHons No. 1 and No. 2 or the
.titles of toe comolsion have, therefore been fu Oiled.

Koservtng any minute dlsousaion or Hoventh nvi nno
ror lis prop- r p.ace. the general plau of tho tract norm
of the Park remains to be deportbed.
Tho c immisatoa will In no wise be governed bv tie

rs. (angular plan of tfee commission of 1S07 In laylus out
the tract, lhe reaaeua for this are obviou* l lios who
are acquainted with tbe topography of northern linn-
battan ars quite aware that any attempt to reduce It to
the dead level or a draughtboard or street* and a-, -nuce
woihi I.' stteuded with vast expense, would cau*s it,,
tract to be shorn of most of It* *ueeep»lbllllv to besutv
ami \«r;ety, and would in many cases prove thoroughly
un atisfactory to tandholdera. An effort will be made
toiun tho avenue* northward as directly as p .ss.bh?,
ttiough even here the question of grade will be princl-
pa It m iitmd i,y and adjusted to tbe nsturai e sta¬
tions and undulation of the preeent topography ol tbe
trmt Nor has it been deemed advissble to take any
m a ure in grading with a view to tbe future gridiron-
lug ot the northern part of the city b» street rmiroec*

a u<li<- a tiexs of decision which cannot bo too highly
commended.
The dlfllcsitle* which, like lions, lie In tho way o' the

dednlte Isyiug o«t or tbe tract are principally tbo<e
tusl ar.se irons tbe inability even of thf movt
praciical tl inker to forecast with accuracy the
iniurn wnats of the metropolis and lis en¬
virons n >¦ to lie reaorabeMd ibat in any just
forecast mg of these want* it la tiinnssiry to take into

M<|onnt the probability that the small territory or Man¬
hattan ismud Is only to Oonstitute the sore er a ritv, or
which the successive outer layer* will be represented by
tie' peopled shores or Jersey, of l.ong Island and of ttie
country north of It. That the line of trade if being
pushed raj. idly northwsrd Is very obvious, but that im¬

portant modifications of tht* tendency will not arise In
tbe course ol the ae*i twenty year* nan by no means be
predictvd with any degree of certaiuty. To eav tbe least,

,r croM thoroughfare* will alway*
exist to a limited extent, and the location of these
thoroughfares must in a measure be determined tw tbe
wauls of trade on either shore opposite.

*** f rtn* sats* way« or oonmairV.
Tbe project of opening a water way for tbe peaange of

vessel* to and from the Rast and North nvere will or
eouree have some effect in deter nnni eg what shall be
the future crosswise avenues of trade, beaidee relieving
to a considerable extent the crowded water wnys of the
lower pert of the eity. Mevernl effort* have tw*n made

£ Wass ihie desidsrstutn within the past forty yearnThe earliv&t of tbest »./; the Incorporation of the Hsr-
lem Hirer Canal tympany in 1127 Ibis company waa in
vented with full power tocut. conn/a-faad make a canal

from Spuytra Dayvl! craek to the Harlem river, ul to
improve the navigation of that river aouio secure to
vessels, boat* ana tiaightlng ereft eeee end safety of
passage. Krcriooo to thto, It may be well lo mate, a
caual bad b -en authorized by the Legislature to bo eon-
stnicted from the entrance of Harlem creek acroee to
tbe North nver, terminating at any point between
Ninety-fifth and 136th street*. The remains of this
canal are mill td bo Been, though It wan never navigated
Tills subject was, « 1863, again revived, and the Harlem
and Hudt>ou Liver Canal Company was Incorporated with
power to counruct, maintain, manage aad operate a
ratal from tbe Hudson river at the month of Spuyten
Duyvll creek to the Harlem river, ana to deepen either
o' ttie said rivers. An aot was afterwards passed

a llboriziog the company to extend the caual to Long
Island Sound. Considering the fact tbat the river com¬
merce Is already estimated at more than two hundred
thousand tons annually, and that twenty alios of
dangerous rivor navigation will bo saved, by
K, tills project cannot but be deemed' most
Important in its effect upon the future of the
city, especially In the indication of Its future
thoroughfare*, as It will undoubtedly prove the means
of establishing a line of depots along the shoroa of the
Harlem river, principally devoted to the trade in coal,lumber, building materials and other supplies. The
surveys of this company were completed in 18S3j the
l'ne of the canal baa been located and considerable por¬
tions of the land needed lor basins and other appurten¬
ances have been acquired. The lino Indicated lies
along the Spuyten Ouyvil valley, and includes the old
eanal wbich crosses tbe Klngpbridge road, constructed
many years since to operate a mill. It Is obvious that

a considerable tract of land will be loft betwuon the line
of this projected canal and the Spuyten Puyvil ereek,and for this reason tho arrangement* for crossing It with
avenues of Itind travel will bo of tbe utmost importance,
not only that they may be uninterruptedly convenient,
but in the effect they will be likely to have on tbe ad¬
ministration of the coinmorce of (he canal. In this
connection it may bo mentioned, also, that Harlem
rivor above 156th street la too nairow, vary¬
ing in depth from livo to thirl*-llvo feet,
and is obstructed by the piers of 'the several
bridges that cross It above this point. Hfctenslve flats
are bared by low water, and If this river Is to be made
adaptable to purposes of trade a widening must take
place, for wbioh a readjusting or the exterior line of
balk beads will be necessary. l*rovi«ion booh for ade¬
quate waterway and for'the health of tho neighborhood
demands thla, and as tho location of tbe exterior street
along the river will bo greatly alloc! od by it tbo widen¬
ing should take place at an early day. ,

By uet of April 14, 1862, a permanent exterior street
aloug tho Harlem river, between tbe tkmnd and tho
Hudson river, was provided for. Ibis street was laid
oat bv authority of the Common Council soon after its
authorization with a width of seventy feet, ami mostly
runs upon laud covered with water and owned by tbe
Corporation. A widening of tins thoroughfare (in
prospective) has been deemed necessary, and as tbe
tilling In of this land would of necessity lorce vast qoau-
titles of looe* mud Into the m'ddle of the river it ban
been considered best that a continuous line of balk beads
should be erected before attempting lo work >U No
piers can be admissible by reason of tbe narrowness of
tha river.a detect tbat should, for tbo benefit of com¬
merce, bo remedied beforo the street is opened and
worked
in any offort lo adjust tbe laying of tb« northern nart

Of the island to the future waul. "f"h» matropSS and

those level*/ 6 8buU'd b° * distlnct ,ec 8"klon <*

1
FWKawjts axu (Xj.vajDKHir10.N3.

city w, f fail nat. ? ,heY'8r b,mit",6t of the

liuca.
naturally into the more level and direct

°i tr!?de cannot but seek accommodation* on

"vera^ lhe otter'or 8lreeu aiong the Bhorew ol ihi two

heLe^n'-The'wv^ L"*lon of,ho c,evatc" Mif**
.jn

rf\oii will be needed or ©ven desirable
since Uioao eunaccg are Uie natural siiu*tioim oi # i,4
fssf-rKrir-'^^'Swaa:110 fut"ro uptown of i ho metropolis

pJea«ing io note ibat Uiomj princlulog hava boon

thTfir- «d.^riUhfa0S8in "e'en Jon"
ii.nl 1

'
.1

m!,y b" *N *t,n to Rd?'s« landholders in

CO*? oU XouMiah,,a' t"1'-'"8 °L *Ut)l|,v""ou .«>n-

9-w jfjn
kss. :sz,,rzT. ?
r. sr.sss ssr.Ki'r^riiiss
..,7o ,

follow the Immediate shores of the Hudson

Milrii nv6n r»sPecti»oiy. and . he third Sum
' y tUe lini' of 'ho Klogsbridge road. Tucse

t^o-«?^r,t<La82?e ^eg.in^Wn«,tu,l,"a'leva! ?JL,i. tk56 ?f amp,n w,dtb 8nd V>«Hieraiely
Z\lL, .de- !'0^ J«tiiudinal tiioroiK:nla.es will
naturally be provided lor by the openings between the

¦ i
* v*ri<H»t points, though, oo doubt several tunnels

will need to be opened asVaUJc iuoro'a" pr nceX
>.< between the side

«"d the rising villus of Jeritoy.
"nPM'tnnl °f these openings eilects a na-

i- ita arnTJ"'0D ,0r.u 8trc, t °r faille between aQha'Jn
tion o?. f ",Uy'0n l>UyV"- Tbis 8,r"«' '* l .>« perpetua.

,%"rlVrer aT' W"'0U ^ be«u Wideiwtf on its

rtk. Li An areuuo of traOic irotn Tubby Hook

ooencd b, iuIT0' °.n ,h° H,r,em h«» thn< been

«
°
nta w

°' d V ,h* "hero thus oM
wu> intei.-eotn the liititrsbrid^e ryad ttius formina a

i erHudM»rrtlr0U1 'i18 H",1*on 10 ,bo Harlem river, "ou
the Hud, ou rlvur aidj an exterior struet big al*o bo'-n

\A\intnm'th£TT< i'lrceton l"e side baa
¦loeu inia rrom tlite intersection southward Th» ..

are among the worka ^ 'Xe ^ard of
CommlsalunerB have begun in the course of the year
l&Oi, and liavo constituted. In fu.-t, saviua the iiidi
catUm ol the line or the drive', theVat gowning fea".
in.rT»°" % !fl '!'IS ('°"e during the year. The (able
and from the I'ark to Fort George, eitn of tbe Klnaa.
bridge road, also admit* of severiii longitudinal tttreeta
and tue aauie may b,. said of the traA north of Fori
thetn^t it" f't"0 be D''c'lod °rlor to develop
i. h!J!j^ i»? 8uL,dlvlslc,,> »nd more compact building it is
probatdi. that tbe Commisalon.r. hav«- already ooie to
sotno decision as to the.r exact location, ihouah no ne"
S9 0X11,1 f0r Ue,r 80,»e year. It

D0 f0,,0WR. '*» that all or eren the
greater part ol the streets indlcai-d on unv plan are lo

tu o".^ ,TV H ,T"° necessi tv hai^been
to eiiabllxb linesito which transfers of projmrty migh'

ua^f r"0 *" Upon wbK'h th0 saMitfUlon of
Ua> ts of greater or less urea might bo baaed. More t ban

?^n,lU0Kd>W:lc3 of have already becu iud,
rated which have not been opened, ana onglit not be
except a, wanted. It ha. been the aim of tile HoJrd
ajfmi^Bj?, 'n,dlCfttH and fll® ft co,"Prt'''onslve plan of

r .iuT wd t.quar«a which aro uUii.tately to he
ailed into rx stance by the growth of the city. Tho ex-

wilt hi! 1,8011 l"":icr|« a] !y wrought out

Tl !« cT./iT i
herearier In the cooroe of this article

not on r 'elrl" iT*" #t ,l!)l8. s,aK* of 'Hscu.^ion that
0 .fhe wants of New York proper beeu

hun c,ti«
r "sW7B, on. h>" »l-o those of the f ut ir.-
the Jersey »lmro, as well a« the needs of

tn^ rart .'f1"1;?, *i , J* h°roa",r 10 "«nlt circulation on
thli part of the island. Tbe .-puyten I>uyvil creek M

havina l^Tr'1. myml ^d.ea (no lL than alght
dou littiut Z,tZT^ co,nt,lete'1)' »".' 'here ean be no

Xorwmhi. f. ,® "vcn"e(i leading to tbo llarlem

inTatm L^TU / c\rri8<l arross t0 lhe mainland

p. i?n^ L , rr: Now *°rk proper is an doubt

«n »n [m 9lnJP'y the core of a dense city radiating

mi.Ut n'r ?? il»nhattau Island, and ibrjiit^ii the

inhih tTntl .h!T r !*' w,.lh il? MTer*' millions of
inhabitants, tbe-o rivers will be but gllent highways

J® ®',ppiied to J ar's and London by ih ;

bp dmwl'hv bntnes. iho aaceMity that this worn should
v men "r hmad end comprehensive views 1-

.
consideration*, apparent. Iteetin.ations of

n nh«rT i/'' P'oparty lias acg.nred immense value, aro

or «*nr r ,r*". »nd diftlcnlty. Illustrations

in SrjSiT"^ 18 n'etr"P"1'S baa had ciiool'Ii of

b«va i.*»n Greets down town, which shoild

eVa. er , "<1,C"^ "¦> 11,1 ouf .« tUoroughfares at

p'an o* isii nIiV'n!^Jl"M' arwr lbe ul,n« of U e

nn- t.ni
street ff», widened from

ini or . yJ^"etand <alle.l l-.ast Broa-lwsv; a widen-

wa»
1,18 w'!'' M<1°. U(,w West llroftd-

Z ? ,v«*rs alter; tb:rty years s-nre fen-

1 nfactre*rhr
fnetl 40,1 e*w«idod to City Hall I'ark;

ivii h' »
y ' " fuetsmnrphesls of tue plan of

r«a»on'Thftn*h.e''1Dk' *' T*'1 ex;>8"80 M<1 f°r ."> other

. I"? !?" on of 1S11 had n>. »de-

ns t Uim eZn° *, °' Nc" Y"rlc r"J- ."<* °(

l ' l mauty 'Ih» Imperial improve-

the »^e.^tv!..^ill» t
^ "'L^ *.".* of lllu*tr»""n^ of

motrMohtlJ eif foresight ,n the laying out of a

.rnt.i»^?! »
*n<l lu» history or I.ondon a(T.»r<ls

d^n p1«T^'ration* pertinent to the same subject. I.on-

i'enr.i 'i '. v dr,J- I'. "^cnw- Con«.ntlnopte,
i',i nnj!" ol H'*ton. among modern cities,
sLindir^hirt « ? *' "then, among ancient cities, aro

^ n*mV« <* Inadequacy of p'an or

n' ^Tion J. ® } .' ,b" l» gionlog. Mnevah and

tho/Js in7 .
" ?qua,cl,r ,ald out P'tcrabufg,

iSn . f y "'t.' uteri, makes up in its rum.

S""" ; WKniarity for the .mpidlty of its
' nim^tr ??, It

4 s 811 '.ample or a peculiarly
aniel,» LhV « i T.'.'" :,,p" aro ""vnr«! ''It lea of tbe West,
among wht n are » Inr.nnati and Clereland.

and'eveH' l».«° J 0rk -r'w "P '» "* 1*1 way;
i.i.ti-rT^ t ' 1 "** 80 "»'ly Inadequate that

ever^ee" ' m a rather irruguUr inann r

br efl. "mrt "''."T nn:' have thus b-en

a. ullv mm!! "
i
" to state what has been

Ineldenia?/? «ne ni'l ,r""" which have been

rmm w? l}nfr.il ? a,w d,fCu*sed. The west «idu,
[r"® 8n" ' Khib avenue, has been

^reoV^oo tJ^i , rV ! ok- !4#v,n "nd * »>air mllea;
Iiudvon river fn If! l8,d 0Ut lrom 'he

hfftZLZV*, ,
"nrt nevertb .venue

mm or ?hl ^ L 65*M*e "nd m*de to form a

heen ^ f
,rd- Ao *re,iu« 100 feet Wid»

: trotD Intersection of Sixth avenue

H.rJrn I^n. ^ ~''nn g ,n "" K«cral direction of

i i.- ?r^n#lb" K "'"bridge road at 124tb

nnrt harfr rth^j nj' i.
*Qd N'11"1 .?enuea. ruaoiug in a

street ^n<! th^T " ^ *n ,h**« avenue* to i:.4tb

fhTlti ia 'b" «"n*r81 direction of

le?.. ri«H .1 I
"treet. where It again id-

^DTJ^tV^r dir8Cl" inU ll- 1,18

t'tTRH AVtfri

!fi^ui'I«T!iS,*^ru being t»y aperlal provi.lon
have been snhnTTii. ^ 1 f8'1 IB WKl'h «nd several plans

^T8P- bmWte<l for Ita ornsmactation and »hIhIi« i-

Z,,1ZT"X..7^ 4*r""Uo"

as ¦» t'- n~
<».«' 5 »

irees _ w ik
r*

Ride in tbe centre. . . :io
Total j~

ralr5^bMa£afa!h>«^r0V?,°? "« """da for 'atoop. aad

¦fie -JKikii!1!!!4 the like, which <>. Fifth ave-

thorJ22i2« Md ,rt,le,, on 8D' n>»« lonabio

naneaa Tn n?«B V ^8 "dmUted as necessary appvrt*.
r.ri^T.nJ,t.. . k .

' ^.'.'ers the middle rid. ig re-
jecleU and Ue subjoined diiiritation it made-.

_
#W. IL^,

^.ortyarrlg and the like 10 Carriage ro.4 iO
Traea.

V*S- - r-U ~ Walk M

t£LT.T!:. 40r«
Teuij.*. rrr
I'taa Hu 8 five* . width #1 i';o (mi ii'*urt»m how*.

sra&as SW£T*»,MMn " '"
distribution suggested /fccf

;; ^g; ^:::::::::: *
iv«,g - Trees -

Grass 20
170

neither'to £jl mbavins received the sanction
. ^ ixpondodcriticism or £..nta of their sevural ideas,regarding * the peculiar meow

Another with trees in the wow bu been uxea upon.
» huocbbwow.

ought to provide for the lotion meuQS of diipoBiBgmarkets, "Juinpmg ground^ an
^ The im-of tho refuse of it, as sewage

..noclallT will beportance of the letter hE;tort£al facta. In Loo-obvious from tho review of afi'* v b n matl9 fre«don enormous exertion* ^ d annoyancetha city from tho noxloov"".°^nf tho Thftmo8or having loaded lh, Teatacclo at Romo-ThfmouX" «"^ub.rds bu2. a. H*la simp*.
of

~.n^
of rubbl.b h»vo b^n h«p^»p Uiem.a" The Nil- at low

(
water hu0fruSnsris:asramr

extent so immense that the removal of thorn Jfj".htm Pasha bas been looked upoa tn th
uf ltonw

trom Rome to Albano, was found to have oeen, y
concretions of ago. of refuse, ^ht dZ^lU of wwUlT>hr^9I^^^^P»^ o»'*rod lUe "U0,niu«ES2M2JS^S-&££&*&SSg «R- jg-K?iS
pavement of. the city or Paris l« rully slx fast above theSfwisiys srttsra s; hks
data upon which to base the assertion bean <>eveloa«l-
The importance ot this question cannot. £oviiestlmaiod. and somehody-tho ^rd of Comjnissspsgr-rs££^^xst

aiiis'i-eitod in order that it may be attendod to-
Passing this topic with a baro soggostiou, allusion may

be made to the subject or
TH* LKSn PARKS,

,iho consideration or which cannot but bo of the htghMt
interest to the ruture of tho otty. At pre«mt the Bath

river.'8 T»e afi^ar'i'o^S^e^s tfths^groun.1 along

Hons. This would give three parks on tho wert side
aud a survey of tho east bide could not but devclop sltes
fvrntt many more. On cither side racilillos ror the faun-da^n Tsmall parks are offered, noton^byth.oat,,ml tonography of the ground, but by tno exisienc»oi
hu«o world old tree* upon tbe bank, of the
r' nr*haa been suggested al*o by tho Hoard that Harlem
lane should l* widened lroiu 110th »'P^£^D^r*estreet, and that the latter sbou.d be widened lor «,ue
purpoje of subjerving convenience of tra-el. fhe new
Ninth avenue along tne east of the grounds

iqmov'!. of the aacred Heart was prescribed Uy Uwm l8eo,
and was fixed In width at one bundrsd feot Th* ur

ino aueaUon or opening it into the Kingaoridge road
narHreakueck Mil, by which means «na* ®f^an°ewvnlateiiu of iho bill would be secured, as well as an ««
and dircct thoroughfare of transit and 'ravol,»cro »thdtv The authority to extend Mauhatfan street was
kticurod to the Board in lsG6, and thus a wide atreet

un Imaalnatlve #ay the future ot uptown; but tins work
is uu.r> particularly the province of the '"¦K"'®1
however rascmaiiug to tho ue.vspaper writer,busiueps is with kernels of tact, and not with bngh
colored husks of fancy, must be ^t/jnsible and satisfactory conclusion m»v
eked from tho progfetw or tho year (18u») In this worn,
a nummary of which Is aFPe"decl

Wyantft streeti in tha west aide tract north or aixiy-w»v«««»» """*

ana rtSTh " iSS streot the following improvements
"In MWnTsuSit has been laid out under the river
bank and a Second along the brow of i«e h«J«b» »v«-, l'.. , ,h» .iter It has not boon uttompteu to lay

riSi*S5»;§S5»S|Sh
^SSSSE
veloned the following list or improveinents--

iM.o exterior stroet on the Hudson river side has been
continual with soine alterations In tho bulkhead line, ash?w has the «tenor sireet upon tho heighu to tto ftr,m river Hie exterior stroet aloug the Harlem ri erIS also beon indicated, and the 8U«esUd alwration^nIVh^tenwidon^to MMi«n«iSd reet, stra^htenert,
anil thTterrntua! ion made to cut the river some distance

sar;a -

d&SSXJSSi qs-rHs
-tr^ets and avenues betnj; mido to pass theui with e y
rnrviM. No completed and c.mprehen-lva pIan b».
however been as yet decided upon, though altotftS features of the whole have been »«.»««£, ,

A

a^'Beyond^w®VeSwttSj^'h^ch ^aro
«sewKtiwwsa
era tract can be said to havo been completed.

BUAL LSTITK II !*LU YORK.

Ilow l.niul Una Uirrcn««i»d in Value, Ar.
|r i uon- £37 yeare # nco thtf passengers of a Dutch

cml^nnl veseol landed on the point ol the /lattery and
laid the foundation of this proud and populous city. In
1S01 it numbered 01,000 people and Hroa<lnay ter¬
minated at Catharine, now called Anthony M'cet, and
bevoml was a billy country, sloping on one -ide to a Cresii
water pond or kolek ou the east and to the lowlands
of LlsprnianTa meadows on the west. The limit of babu
ration* or ntr-etn in whirh there were building was, on

the North river «ld<«, Harrison street; on the Kast river
aide Rutgers street, with very large spaooi between, In
v.-bi" h there were no dwellings. The houses on "Uotierio
lane1' (an was the early designation ot that wide avonue

now sacred to lagor beer and Tony I'aator, whilom Uie
favorite tramping ground of the great unwashed and
unterrifled) Mrtbosl out of town were near Bollock, now

liroomo ureet, and on each aide of tboee houses, sloping
down to tho river, was an open apace of cultivated
grounds and orchard*. The outside street on the went
Hide of tho then town was Greenwich, from the Battery
up to Odar street, beyond which our Dutch auc."iters,
with the Instinct inherited from Holland, had c >m-
menced another street, now railed Washington, alnag
tbe beach, Stirling a portion of the tidal rtcbts, wimcq
too waves revenged by dashing aogrilv against the em¬
bankments thna raised.

'lo the growth of the city and the necessities of that
growth every obstacle has been obliged to pice way.
Street* have been extended and widened regardless of
old ajrociations and cherished attachments. Grave¬
yards, thoeo populous cities or tbn dead, have not been
cat red from tho band of Improvement or the loot or
prorress, and the laoe ct the earth, nnoven and rocky,
ha« been levelled to a sloping area of genile undulatloe.
Ad idea or tbe value In which property was held then
may be gathered from tho fact that an offer of a tree
pr»nt wa« made to the trusteee of Trinity church at a

plot of ground containing about six acres, near the cor¬
ns r of Canal street and Hroadway, which It was d<-
cided, on consideration. Inexpedient to accept, as the
land was not worth fencing In. Plaoe In contrast
wuh that thi aale of 10,170 square feot of
land for $40h,000 a few days alnce In tbia Immediate
neighborhood, and mark the difference. Tbe eerlv
Dutch settler* all located along tho shores of tbe Hud-
ecn and the .<4onnd. wnere tbe washings furnished them
w<tli promising soil, and abandoned the Interior, which
for leng years aftor the outlying districts had answered
to the enterprise of the husbandman atlll remained a

barren wus'.e. This district Is now pierced by the Fifth,
Kourth and Sixth avenues, all adorned by the moat
tutorial mansions or tbe Qaest warehouses.a conclu-
aion wmeh the ten Broeaka, the Vaa Oortiandta, tbe
Muyve-a^tt, the Hardenbrocks^the Schermerhorai", tbe
Waldrona, the Soydeme, the Van Darns or anv other
"dams" would have regarded In their tmie aa utterly
ridiculous.
of the noticeable buildings erected between that

period and the present tbe City Hall Is lb"" most re¬

markable, and, in Ita antecedents, furnishes better evi¬
dence of the growth of the c<iy than can be a .'lorded by
aay ntmimr culflce whose history can be aow leaned.
Its foundation was laid in 1603, and, as a remarkaole
contra* to the extravavaucw of the preeent dav, It may
be remarked that tbe appropriation for tbo attendant
eipet.se was only $M (scarcely enough to pey for cigar*
for tiie back drivers In those times). The erection
of the bunding programed slowly. It cost, when
r.i «bsd, in 1112, $6*3, 734. In 1S07 street commission
t.i. wers appointed to lay ut tbe city Into streets and
aq .tree, which work wan performed by them alter care-
fi.i c^nal ieration. To them we owe the. present ad
wiraMe plan of the streets aad aveaaee up town, where

Do (.rook'.d or winding thoroughfarea confuae the *tran-

ger, Slid ao rnrvlna ways or ru> He i"c render If difficult
tor aiai to bud ala road to bia boarding house (say at

aignti About 1931 appeared the drat sign af improve-

¦Mot la tli* modern direction.tbe building of
Mock* of booses uniformly constructed by llr. 3.
Green Pennon, who built up Le Roy place,
.o called, on both sides, with tiousee or pretention!
exterior and uniform architectural finish. Such »aa we
early commencement of New York city a* it t« ; into
what It baa since developed facts furnish the best au¬
thority. There were commenced in this metropoiii
during the past year 1,738 buildings, comprising dwell,
ing houses, first and second class; tenement house*,
stores and warehouses, factories, workshops, stable*,
Ac. The approximate valuation ol these can be t:e n ty
an examination of tbe table which introduces tliem
to notice In ."up'-riutendent McGregor's report ; aud
the progress of the city can be well learned by a
comparison of what baa been done in the wav of
building and improving during tbe last ten years snd
what is going on now. During tbe last year there were
commenced 1,7>KJ buildings of vartous styles as con¬
tracted with 1,669 lint year. A comparison of the. dif¬
ferent styles of dwellings shows 870 commenced, as
against 247 completed, of lirst class houses. In regard
to the others Superintendent McGregor's report, not yetpublished, shows the following "The number of build¬
ings erected during the year, divided aa exhibited m the
following table, is not without Its lesion. In the Nine¬
teenth ward there were completed 267 first eiasx briclc
dwelling* thirty second i lass, and 114 of the third class,comprising tenemsnt houses or places of that descrip¬
tion. Of these the number and quality erected in the
different wards were:.Of first class briclc dwellings,
659 as against 487 last year, 370 of whioh were put up in
the Nineteenth ward. In the matter of second class
dwellings, the total nnmber erected during tbe year
1807 was 156, of which 100 were completed." Upon es-
aming these wo and the gradual progress of New York
city marked with figures, beyond which there can be no
argument. Taking Superintendent McGregor's report as
authority la tbe premises, we find of the buildings erected
during the year tbe greatest number in the Nineteenth
ward, the why or wherefore being a mere
matter of speculation and one requiring some judgment
In its understanding. There Is no doubt that property
Is steadily increasing ib value in this city. Evory lot
put up lor sale exhibits this result, and Brooluyn, Jer¬
sey City and even Newark responds to quotations here.
Boats, however, hare gone up without cause, and
although the goneral feeling among agents is that prices
will advance, It may be safely stated that in the matter
of real estate only ao extraordinary demand will Justify
sny Increase In the rents at present prevailing.

the spring teade.
Resumption of BrleUneoo In the Dry Coode
Trudo-MlUbc Advance In Prleee-Preeent

. Since of the Market and Its Causes.Pro»-
Pects of the Spring Senson In the Clothing
Baalneao.Minnll Demand and Leu Hupply-
The Moo and Other Trades.
Judging from the number of strangers In the city snd

the general activity of leading wholessle housos. there
is a prospe«t of some stirring of the stagnant, pool of
businsas and trade this spring. In imported fabrics the
fall trade and that of tbe winter were far less depressed
than is gsnerslly supposed; tadsed, during the latter
part of November and the initial weeks of December
trado in Imported and expensive fabrics was

exceedingly brisk and rapid. Low prices bad
hsd the effect to stimulate demand, and at
the schedulo adopted by leading bouses, there was con¬

siderable buying in anticipation of roal wants and of a

higher schedule for the spring and latter part of winter

During thefew-weoks or mild weather which preceded
tbe early storms of December, therefore, there was an

unusual sotlvity of the retail trade, which, with the
advent of tbe cold weathor, became more or less dor-
maut, leaving retailers with large stocks on hand which
must be sold. Tbe consequence was a consid' rablo de¬

pression In retail prices for the Utter part of December
and the month of January.-a depression which, how¬
ever, principally ailected retail dealers, having little
eflect on tbe market in general. This state of aOu.rs is
attested by the fact that, for two months past, the ma¬

jority of failures have fallen among retail dealers.
Sometimes, out of the whole list for the week,
there has not been a Bfnglo wholesale failure, while re¬

tailers havo been reduccd to bankruptcy by the dozen.
Tho reason of this was principally a relusal of retailers
to listen to the lessons of ordinary common seuse, and
the somewhat ill-judged theory on their part that peo¬
ple would buy, and that as long as gooda were sold for
caah there could be no trouble. This theory, so far as

the buying was concerned, was soon demonstrated to be
ufa lacy; and tbe fallacy having been demonstrated,
there remained the hard lact that when nobody would
buy nobody could sell, aud retailer! took to insolvency
by tbe score and were driven to It for no other reason

visible"1*4 tl,ay ba<1 relu,ie<1 10 Ma wfaat was plainly
It is the testimony of experts that the importations of

T041 ^"ve axcafMle<1 lbe normal aeuutnd for im-

? al ,0aBl flfleeu Per cedt; and the sumo
estimate holds both of 1866 and 1S65. This excess has

.Vho" i^rt (lue }** oxco*a of European production,
lbe European markets, as well as that of New York,
have been overloaded wuh a tbree years' accumulation
of munniac'.u rod labrlcs ot all kinds, -principally, how¬
ever, cloths and dry g .ods, and a general resort to tho

wbir»im,!it7ra,»U10d,0 ,of *e,l,n« rlJ of «°3ds some-
what similar to, though less open than, the American
auction.has been the coa.cquouce. This cxcess or pro-

.i |Vr*u°«. England and Germany lias bwn par-
tiaily due to an anticipation of tho immediate revival or
the Soutbera demand, or at least a considerable percent-
aj,o of It. Tins did not really take place, and the conse¬

quence was a large excoss of rabrice in the market.

ih^ .T "° IDOI""r at th0 *°ulh *Hh

rh y ,Was# on* °f the results or the war; and
one of the results of unsettlo<l reconstruction has been
that, not only has tbe South no money, but, owim: to
threats of conflseutioh and depression' In the value of
property, tbe South lias really no security to oiler, aud

V°,eu er#a,L *"ur two >«<"¦» this has been the case,
aud 1HG8 opens with no better prospect. There Is no

probability that the Southern trade will amount to auy-

e.ven fcr the present season. The new crop of

» r «g»r and molassos has relieved i tie ix-nurv
or I/iuislana to some extent, aud tne trartic between
New York and New Orleans is likely to assume some
briskness during the comic? epnng. ibis relief is
purely local, however, and will not materially afiect the
(?eneni! question <>. Southern demand; while the cotton
crop has not lulUlied the anticipations of last summer
either in extent or scale of prices, and little anti¬
cipate* of trade can be bawed upon it. That

» !k i ° tlie cott®» crop is also true
ol the tobacco crop, though for a different reason.
Owing to a necessity for self-support founded upon both
want of money and want of credit, the tobacco pro-
duung districts of tbe SouUi have beon devoted largely
to in* production of ceroats.a produce wtiioh oas so

"Tcco »jro<lu'"t,on "r Virginia and other
Mates aa to reuder it impossible to base any reasonable
anticipation ot tra.io upon this crop, hitherto one of the
commercial staples of lae South. Intelligent business
men are correct, therefore, in hoping nothing Ireinaqd
in laying no fctre.s upon any anticipated revival or
Southern demand for tbi* season. That tbe south

IT, 1 '* '",l »' rf-uih has no'hing with
which to pay ior Roods, snd, iherolors, comtncr. ially
speaking, tie needs of the houtb are of no

Importance in estimating tbe irad« prospect of
' sojsooii. S-me rew Southern huyera, princ:-
pally from New Orleans, havo bought ptparinaly
ronhe spring tr-de, though mostly »r Vomparativeiy
inexpensive gooj*. and to supply the ioe*Lst.»ivi and
immediate no. i»sitlos ot SiutUern buyers. ue nfliirt
which was inaUo mod after tne closo ol ue k ir to e<tab-

v
l!l,! "> the .south apon tho ere<lit of hading

ftew "i or< c, .us has proved as atwolute failure, several
or the** houses have,failed; th« Urger num'>or ha.e not
paid expenses, and have thus far huen Mmuly a drain
upon their New York founders; uud not a few have ioen

withdrawn nr left to lhemse!v«. The ids i of aoy re¬
vival ot Southern trade may be tbererore diimis>ed ss

fallacious; and the aoticipatious or tbe -pno* trad« may

tJ»Wi iiV°w ud 10 h"' tlmate sources or demand.
Trior* will he no appreciable revival or Southern demand
at lea* for a couple of yeara to come; and not lean than

a score of year! will be needed for too complete recu¬

peration of the Southern market.
The trade of 1S17 was, however, by ao mesne so

small as is goneraily supposed. It may be e»rely aa-
ferted, in tact, thst during the past veor the qusntlty ol
goortji goM has been fltty per ceat greater than in
and at l-iast tweniy per cent greater tbaa m 1MM. A
brief calculation will be sufficient te demonstrate tbia
For inntnnee, takmg the two houses of H. B Clsflin and
A. T.Stewart together, and tbese bouses are probab y
the best npre-eatatives of tbe wbolosale trade, tbe
reiattve solos for threo yeara have stood as Pollewa..

1.16.000,000
l"° 127,000.000

Total 1398.000,000
Trie average tall ill price* of goods has beeo line* the

clo^o <if itin w*r about fifty p«r cent, or perbape mor*.
In fact a tall or (It ty par coot ha* taken p4aca ainee
IMS, Hi* defection having bMD about equally distributed
betw -en lxtjti and 180T. In prinu and callroan the da-
f"CU )n ba« been about alxty par cant and In white
goods about forty per o*nt. y .elding tha specified aver¬

age of dfiy par cent. Calculating from this basis, the
volume of gttoU told in 18<J7 ban been materially larger
than that of 1»<50, which was materially larger than
that of l'-Ch. Tha following table exhibits ttio relative

proportions of volume for tha three yearn, that or 1805
being made the bas.s of percentage:.
lb9» 100
iwn 110
1867 . 1M

In other worda, tho quantity el good* sold in 1*60 ei-
cseded that of 1805 by nineteen par cent, while the
quantity mid m IMJ7 exceeded that of 1805 by fltyjx
per ceat. By meaua of auction ulea and reduction of
pricef, therefore, it mar be aafely aaaerted that an

axceiia equal to atv*nty-flv* per cent of the whole trade
of lMlu haa been aheotbed in 184CaadlM7. In No¬
vember. 1807, and iu th« irudat of tha fall trade it waa
aatmmted by experta that tire exeeaa of production alnoe
tha clone of the war had been equal to oue hundred and
etx per cent of tho demand for one year, or, in other
words, i hat aornethlag mor* tbau one year's natural
aupp'y had been manulaiiared in excem ot what waa
act' ally needed and put upon the market Of thle
excess govnuty.flve per cent ha« been diepoeed of,
leaving an exoe«a of thirty-one per oent ttill In tha
market at tho opening of the apring trade. A con¬
sideration of the facta la quit* necteaary to

'he proper tinderstaodiag of the prospect
of the season, and constitute, therefor*,

a sullirient apology for it* diacussioa In connection
therewith. Taking imported and domettle fabrics to¬

gether, twenty-live p«r cent will douotl*** eover tho
whole exeeaa, and Una remalaa to be abaorhad In the

spring resumption. No appreciable rise in prices can,
therefore, ba reaeonshly ant cipated tbisgpiing, ihougo
voods already ml* more Oi tnlv at the old price*, and

» veral of the large waolweftie house* have marked an

advaac* of t*a per caat with good e licet ou the anarkeu

In the nature of things this advance, however, ou be
.or* than temporary, and * resumption of the old

Th
'¦ (tie coarse of tut month.

itr
^as l*811 ta*ei1 upen evidenced uf acuv-

olri^i^r .
Within tne put two weelca Alters

buyers fLC~utLou® ,urvoy and soundlog of I tie market,
fftar.hu.tn^n 'nt«rior appear to havo arrived at the

greeted t£ lh* over *upj>»y of goods which do-

{herh.i* market has been absorbed, and

avidity than wmT*' -J"*." .
10 in.' "i'U TJ*

baa eneoti > .7, «^ i ff .' flrsl anticipated. This

cent in ceiios? '? m*k6 an advaBC® of teD I*r
manufactu rem ,niThold^-hJ°me 'U° f,bri?' 7blch' M
yields a ama.il ¦... ,nol(vhelr g«>ois at the old prices,
opportunity to rafrtL? &??' _"r°rd' Jobl>«r» *a

Th it action has also »
l0Me* 10 euuj* #IleDL

ket, aud buy^rs ^ne^nl ! 10 *«">»>*«> th* *ar-

fcr any season of lgOT im!!f .*T. mor* bnakn*« lia*

extent the manufactories of 5?. i ^ 1
running on bair time, and tbas an ^nortunU»^5
been given to work off both Ue ex.SL '^ .7 }**
and the excess of domestic productio^ ItuSi^tS
say, therefore, that the dry goods market esimTot
the spring season with somewhat s2tUV!?tlZ£
tlons, which are partly well founded atd have ffnart^a
very slender foundation. The truth «- A*- -*»" *

%7lmv^ Uk*:y "e* ,e- ^ JST&
1867. Vast numbers of people who havethui
far and hitherto been buyers are oat of employment?
and are thus left without means with whichto buv
This class is composed mostly of artisans and operatives'
who have been heretofore the largesi buyers in the counl
try in proportion to their means. It is not too larze an
estimate to say that the number of buyers in 1848 will b«

at least fifteen per cent lo.-^s than was that of 1807, owinc
principally to the scarcity of labor.for there is little to
earn aid many to keep.and the fact that the masufao-
iUI .1 ?leres'* of th® country will need at least six
months for recuperation, esen with the best attainable

.n<1 .br,skneM ot 'rade. A resumption by
,B **neral ot tall time system

.
therefore, be unticlpated until Jaie la the

heSffr[L. ¦"¦"time, tho«e who have bought
wTJhi-h^hTI1 rafram from buJ"n* tor waat of wages
till Agriculturists, on the other hand,
never Vf n"MU moa*' i b"» this class are

SiiSrtS?? boyers, and no great gain to the

The survav lr £l°¥ J? a"tlclPateJ from this direction,
.lnii .T. y ? u

. fleA<*> ^eB# .ttounu lo tnit: that.

dU«^d *?o%L°rz's!rM * ESPZ* bLrtz
the fac^thit -Vilf 20ll*rr*n<1 thul fact '¦ attested by
the wlt fet m m,h.*P^Ua jn """I* ¦»»*. to'

great recuperation of demand lor dry gooda. All an¬
ticipations of a heavy spring business^»«7 th.! Zl
dismissed at once- and

* ~"A-. "*?¦ then, bo

frot» these facts that inflate cino<*b.b5
,er10U, ',roat»Uoa '¦ S/ESSlB

.

f°t the past week, business has been un.

i a
pnc,B h,v® "'.d "nn'T. with a ten¬

dency to advanoo; wnile New York seems to have*
ft." c.onv,rte<1 lnu> a v»ai commercial beehive, the bee#

°i ^u*,in8®* ^*v* (fathered the honey of greeabacks sad
siyjy deposited It In cells of ponderous safes. Nearly

vIrtL°tn! "*. large wholesale houses has been oon-
rerted Inte a commercial beehive on a small scale and
clerks and salesmen have waxed busy and bustling as
®v"r, indication of this activity is found in tbe
crowded state, not only of leading hotels, but of ml ¦
botels net vermin Infesfed. TheeT have been tor the
past week literally crammed fVom nethermost floor to'

W!,th, eu,il8> *ho P*y tor hospitality at from three!
to flyo dollars per day, and are, therefore, no goeeteJ
th»m® 1 cant °f '"'.I proprietors so to teria

.!5i' n,eW oom®ri ®re mostly from Interior
IV . ^ from 'ha country discricta, and'

attest by their presence the sudden ac-'

17 which business has assumed. Hotell
clerks who a month since grew sleek and smiling at the1
bare mention of a gu^st, and politely turned the boolc
towards you with an insinuation ibat It was best to res*

resumed their old time Independence of
1863- M- 66, and answer curtly. "All full,»> or store per->
sistently at the traditional fly on tbe celling should one
happen to suggest the need of accommodations lor a few

h.r*' *"}d' generally, New York is beginning to reap

season
harvest of country grain for the spring

..
A .i;niflcant feature In connection with this subject is

the sudden resumption of business by auotlonoers.a re¬

sumption which, with tbe exception of the ^Sing
trade, has been vastly successful lor the past week la

'ee JFL* larger amount than had been antici¬
pated for the February trade.
* of the dry goods market for tho spring sea-

son Is, therefore, on tbe whole, encouraging; and shou.d
Importations be limited and manufacturing remain at lis
present limitation of production for two or three months

°nf®r;.th#r® *. every prospect of a recuperation of
trade this season, accompanied by a complete absorption

It ^X^HS,HnJlie,.marteU. Th e e(rocted, the mlsUke
of 1865 and 1866 will have been retrieved at less cost to

ri^n^, ' ,nterests of the country than It was
reasonable to expect even no longer ago than last No¬
vember. Considering all the circumstances, a spring
trade of moderate briskness, at firm prices and with a
moderate prottt to tbe Jobber may be^nably antic*
pated. There is likely, on- the whole (unless importa-
.?n i5 .Wv .

resumed Is excess or manufacturers

rn ."rl f M
ln'° .thelr headj' to resume before the

market will warrant a resumption of full productionl to
be a moderate spring traae at a moderate proAt, with a

tendency to advance in prices; and thus stands the
fact and philosophy of tbe dry goods business for the
opening season.
To a certain extent the remarks which have been

made in reference to the dry soods business are applica¬
ble to the clothing trade, though with some limitation
so far as demand is concerned. Recuperation In tbls
..°ca"on business is likely to be less rapid than

\u , .dJ7 soods business. It way be staled, bowover

WwI T r, .
"n for th® PMt .'* monthB very

,ln fa°t. a large portion of last spring's produc¬
tion which was for Hie winter trade of this season, st.ll
remains unsold, though offered at less than the coet of
manufacture, and will be liicely to find its way to the
second hand oiothing establishments of the Bowery and

tb^east side, lo say nothing of the second class ooun-
trj^rade, by which a considerable volume has alreadv
been absorbed. Owing to tho dulness of tbe winter
trade and that of tho fall, as early as October »

complete, or partially complete, cessation of
manufacture had taken place? and thus, while
tho demand is l.k ly to be very limitod
Tor the spring season, the supply is still more limited
and prices rule flrinly for the small quantity wbiou has
bwn manufactured. Wholesale dolors, however, are
not sanguine In their anticipations and have not as yet
coucluded to resume manufacturing to any extent. For
.pnng goods tbe demand Is fair, though not very Impor-
tunate, and some few bou«es bave ventured a triflinir

flrmnAM iD Ih*08' wli'ch 1,a" be#n accompanied with
firmness In the market, but has not had Hie effect lo

m^nW dcnwnd appreciably. In the meantime
manufacturers manliest a disposition to wait, having
been caught napping in their anticipations ior H67 and
therefore no resumption of this line of IndUKtry'mar

.f5pac'e(,1Jror the present, aniens the coming
month should manifest a briskness of business
as unexpected as It will be unprecedented alter a

.eM0D ^ ov#r ""PP'r- This caution on the
part of manufacturers has had tho effect of causiniz
large failures on the part of wholesale dealers in clotbs
the number of suspensions In tbls line of business hav.
lug been unprecedented tor tbe post six montha An
intelligent survey of this field, therefore, reveals the
fact that wbile demand Is likely to bo limited, supply is'
llkoly to be limited to as equal extent A moderate ad¬
vance in prices for stocks orf hand may therefore ho
anticipated ; and to tbls may be added some briaknoss
of competition, whicu has already begun to be feiu
From tbe limitation of Hie demand, however, no com¬
plete resumption of manufacture would be prudent
slnco a sec.tr t glutting of the market would be mo
first and most luitned ate C3as*quence, and would
follow with a quliknem accelerated by the present
nervousne-s of Jobbers and who'osalers. These laci*

ar? °n<lor«tood by manufacturers and need
not be dwelt upon at longth; so that it onlv remains to
be added that the aggregate figures of the spring trade
In clothing are likoly to Ve amall, while, nevertheless,

a healthier and moro confident condition of tbe market
appears to be In a measure supsrseding the uncertainty
of the fall and winter seasona No very general re-
frieval of losses can bo expected, though it la obvious
that with the present state of the market no serious
losses need with produoe be incurred.

in the shoe business tbe demand is firm, and lartre
Cuban, Southern and Western shipments have takea
place within the past week. Those who bad ceased
manufacturing have already returned to a considerable
extent, stimulated by a trifling advance in pricee; and
In the way of furnishing gao ls tbe demand s soiive
tbengb mostly supplied from second class sucuua stock.

BROOKLYN MTELLtUKVlE.

A Firoai Killct..George Snedlker, a member of
Engine Company No. 9, was killed on Friday night In
Clinton avenae, while on hl( war to a Are at the corner
of Hamilton atreet and Park avenue. The decernied
bad the tongue of the apparatus and switched Ituu tt.o
sidewalk at the corner of Myrtle and < linton avenue*.
In going down tbe grade It became unmanageable and
ran Into a tree, crushing him fatally. Coroner Smith
will bold an inquest over the body on Monday morning.
Fatal Amadlt..John Conlin, an old man, died at bis

residence, In l'roepect street, yesterday, from tbe effect
of Injuries received from an assault committed on him
by an unknown penion In Claaaoa avenae about a month
since. Dr. Shepard held a poet mortem examination on
the body yesterday, and Coroner Smith wul bold the
inquest on Monday.
AiLTCtn Bitkii.art..Nicholas Qnbeck wai arrested

yesterday morning on a charge of attempting to commit

a burglary at the office of tbe District Attorney, S, D.
Morns. Ha was committed to answer.

Assault..Tbomaa Murray and Dennis Clara were

tried in Justice Buckley's couH yesterday afternoon, the
former for aseauitlng a woman named Ann horan witb
a pistol, and the latter for breaking In two doors to
Mrs. Horan'a bouse From the evidence It appears
M irray, wbo ia a deputy sheriff, wat in search of lil eit
distilleries, and nndrr tue supposition that tin. Horan
had one In her house, endeavored to effect an entranr*.
Mrs. Horan objected, when Murray drew his pistol and
strark her on the head with the bandle. Clare at the
same time sritxahed In two doors. The prisoners gave
bail In the aum of $000 each to await tbe action ef tils'
(iraad Jury.
A Box or Vtrrnn Arnwrni to Shoot His Mornsr. .

William Abernetby, fifteen years of age, wan yesterday
arrested on a charge of attempting to shoot his mother,
Mrs. Lydla Aberrethv, of 313 Pouth Fifth .treet, F., D.
T»ie tx»y was convicted of tbe offence before Jurtic*
Voorhies, who committed him tonfie House of Refuge.
DwriTimo* m th* Easter* Dirnttrr..During the

month ef January the Christian Aid Society relieved
one haudred and thirty eight deetltute families, consist¬
ing or live hundred utid teu persons, In the Eastern Die*
irici,

Mnimvii or r*nr«*TT O-t****..A meeting of prop¬
erty owners on Fourth street, R D., will be held Isi

Washington Hall, Broader ly anil Fourth street, to. mor¬
row evening, to di*c««< tno project of widening that
tbwougnlare.


